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Free legal representation offered to a defendant who is not financially able to pay for one is arguably the noblest thing the court can do for a defendant in the quest to offer them an opportunity of a free and fair trial. However, not letting them know that they could possibly be charged for it later, is not as kind. In a few cases, defendants are offered free attorneys to represent them as it is their constitutional right then told that is liable for the costs encountered by the court, which they were required to settle later on. This is however not the case for others where they get represented without the knowledge that they will be required to pay, then months or years later, the court asks them to pay through the process of recoupment.
The process has proven to be effective in getting back some of the taxpayer money spent on indigent defense services as States have recently spent a lot of money on this and it is expected that they would try getting some of it back. After a defendant’s case is done and their lives become better, it is only right that they pay back the taxpayers money used on their attorney. It is important for the court to be able to determine that a defendant is able to settle the costs incurred before asking them to pay. The Senate Bill 527 by Sen. Brian Birdwell puts this into consideration as well as other factors like extending the period at which recoupment could possibly happen and that the defendant’s financial status could possibly get better over time meaning this bill protects the interests of both the taxpayer and the defendant.
It is, therefore, a sound policy to have defendants settle their indigent fee once they are able to. Informing the defendants that they may be required to do this later, will also make it easier for the courts to recover the taxpayer’s money as well as keep the defendant aware and ready for future charges.

[bookmark: _GoBack]References
https://www.texastribune.org/2017/11/14/texas-court-appointed-lawyers-arent-always-free/
